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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 03860 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, NATO, BE 

SUBJECT: NATO INFRASTRUCTURE AUGMENTATION 

REF: STATE 84815 

1 . WE MADE PRESENTATION REQUESTED REFTEL TO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
ACTING CHIEF OF NATO AFFAIRS LAGNEAUX ON APRIL 19. 

2. LAGNEAUX, WHO WAS FULLY CONVERSANT WITH INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUE TOLD 
US THAT FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS IN PRINCIPLE IN FAVOR OF HAVING BELGIAN 
GOVERNMENT MAKE FIRM COMMITMENT, BUT THAT FUNDS WOULD HAVE TO COME 
EITHER OUT OF PRESENT BELGIAN DEFENSE BUDGET OR FROM NEW FUNDS WHICH 
WOULD REQUIRE APPROVAL OF FULL GOVERNMENT. LAGNEAUX SAID THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY'S POSITION ON NATO INFRASTRUCTURE AUGMENTATION WAS THE SAME 
AS IT WAS TOWARD AWACS OR HAWK. THE MINISTRY'S POSITION IN FAVOR OF 
THESE NATO PROJECTS HAS REPEATEDLY BEEN COMMUNICATED TO THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, HOWEVER, IS FACED WITH THE PROBLEM 
OF HOW TO APPORTION THE FUNDS AVAILABLE TO AMONG THE VARIOUS 
PROJECTS WHICH REQUIRE FUNDING. IT DOES NOT HAVE ENOUGH TO GO AROUND. 
AND IN FACT, THE MOD HAS HAD TO POSTPONE SOME PROJECTS IT HAD 
PREVIOUSLY PLANNED - NEW RADIOS FOR INFANTRY UNITS WAS CITED 

AS AN EXAMPLE. 
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4. THE MOD HAS TOLD THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT IT NEEDS SOME INDICA- 
TION FROM NATO OF WHAT PRIORITY TO GIVE TO THE VARIOUS NATO-SPON- 
SORED PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDER DISCUSSION. THE MOD WOULD SPECIFICALLY 
LIKE TO KNOW THE RELATIVE PRIORITIES OF AWACS, HAWK AND THE NATO 
INFRASTRUCTURE AUGUMENTATION. WITH THAT INFORMATION IN HAND, 

LAGNEAUX IMPLIED, THE MOD WOULD BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO DECIDE 
WHETHER, HOW AND WHEN TO REQUEST ADDITIONAL FUNDS FROM THE BELGIAN 
GOVERNMENT. 

5. THIS INFORMATION ON BELGIAN INTENTIONS IS CONSISTENT WITH 
THE FIRST SENTENCE IN PARA 1 OF REFTEL.RENNER 
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